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ASBSD Board of Director Election Procedures
Overview
ASBSD Board Members are elected from within four regional representation areas and five size categories. Candidates are officially nominated during regional caucus meetings at the annual ASBSD Delegate Assembly. After Delegate Assembly, ballots are sent to each member district in the region, allowing each school board to cast a vote for their representation on the ASBSD Board of Directions. 
This document is details the ASBSD Board of Director Election Procedures and is a useful guide for local board members wanting to serve in a leadership position on the ASBSD Board of Directors. 

Representative Structure

The ASBSD Board of Directors is a 18-member board consisting of duly-elected school board members from four different regions (Western, Central, Northeast and Southeast) and five district size categories  (265 and below; 265 to 699; 700 to 1,399; 1,400 to 9,999; and 10,000 and over). 

The regional structure is designed to allow board members to gather in regions to network and discuss issues, and to allow school districts of varying size and geographic areas to offer their input at the board table, providing for a more diverse set of ideas and a more cohesive direction for Associated School Boards of South Dakota. 
Note: For more information on ASBSD Board Member representation areas, see the ASBSD document titled “ASBSD Board Member Representation Areas.” The document can be accessed by visiting our web site, www.asbsd.org. 

Length of Term
A full term of office on the ASBSD Board of Directors is four years. On some occasions, board members may vacate their local board, leaving an unexpired term. In those instances, directors are elected to fill the unexpired term. 

Running for a position

Interested candidates have a number of opportunities to address the school board members they would represent. 

Completing an announcement of candidacy 

By completing the biographical information, ASBSD staff will be able to send out paper ballots to local school districts containing detailed information about candidates. All candidates must submit an Announcement of Candidacy form to ASBSD 21 days prior to Delegate Assembly. This year, the deadline is November 1, 2008. 
Note: ASBSD’s Announcement of Candidacy form can be obtained by e-mailing katie@asbsd.org, or by visiting our web site, www.asbsd.org. 
- continued -

Nominations via regional caucus at Delegate Assembly
Delegate Assembly will be scheduled in the fall, after the region meetings. During Delegate Assembly, each region will caucus to submit no more than two names per vacancy on an official regional ballot. 

Elections at the local board level

No more than 10 days after candidates have been nominated by the region caucus, candidate information will be mailed to each district along with an official ballot. Each school board casts one vote for any candidates in that region. According to ASBSD Bylaws, ballots are to be returned to ASBSD within 30 days. 
Votes are tabulated 

Ballots will be counted by committee. The committee will consist of the ASBSD Executive Director (who also serves as Secretary to the Delegate Assembly), ASBSD Legal Counsel and the ASBSD President or President’s designee. Candidates and the membership will be notified of the results shortly thereafter.  
Taking office

Newly-elected region directors will take office at the first board meeting following the election, typically in January. New board members will also take part in a board member orientation program, which will acclimate them to ASBSD and the ASBSD staff. 
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