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Mr. Chairman and members of the committee, I am Dr. Wayne J. Lueders, Executive Director for Associated School Boards of South Dakota, a private, non-profit organization representing more than 950 South Dakota school board members, the school districts they govern and the children they serve. I appreciate the opportunity to participate on this hearing on SB 87, an act to repeal the requirement that students stay in school until age 18. 
I. RESOLUTION OF SCHOOL BOARD MEMBERS
South Dakota school board members, the locally elected officials charged with upholding federal and state laws and providing governance leadership for local K-12 school districts, have adopted a resolution supporting compulsory public school attendance to age 18 or until the student graduates. 
II. BACKGROUND  

In 2007, South Dakota joined 23 states that require compulsory public school beyond age 16. The measure, entered as SB 199, passed 27-8 in the Senate and 46-23 in the House of Representatives. ASBSD testified in support of SB 199, representing our members’ belief in the value of a high school diploma. 
As originally introduced, the idea to increase compulsory public school attendance was part of Gov. Rounds’ 2010 Education Initiative. More specifically, the legislation was part of a broader initiative to raise South Dakota’s graduation rates and improve the number of students moving on to post-secondary education. 
III. CONCLUSION: STATEMENT IN OPPOSITION TO SB 87
ASBSD opposes SB 87, and, on behalf of the state’s school board members, we ask that you defeat this legislation and allow the compulsory attendance law passed two years ago to become effective. 
While we believe that South Dakota’s education system is underfunded, and that educating at-risk students, including those impacted by this law, requires additional resources. However, South Dakota school board members believe that compulsory attendance to age 18 is a meaningful policy statement that stresses the importance of graduation and the value of a high school diploma. 
No Child Left Behind has brought with it unfunded mandates and challenging standards, but it has also brought a data-driven focus to our education systems and has, ultimately, been in the best interests of students. Similarly, compulsory attendance to age 18 will require some adjustment at the local level, but ultimately we believe it will challenge our education system to meet the needs of every student. 
We ask that you defeat SB 87. 
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