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A BRIEF TIMELINE OF SOUTH DAKOTA’S ADEQUACY LITIGATION
Compliant filed: Davis v. State of South Dakota
June 2006

South Dakota Coalition of Schools, along with parents of school children, file suit in circuit court challenging that South Dakota is not fulfilling Constitutional requirements regarding public education. 
Circuit Court agrees to consider Davis v. State
May 2007

Judge Lori Wilbur rejected the state’s motion to dismiss Davis v. State, agreeing to hear the case and to determine whether the state’s finance system is constitutional. As part of the legal proceedings, Judge Wilbur ruled that the courts can not order the Legislature to appropriate additional money.
Gov. Rounds orders audit of school districts

May 2007

After the circuit court agreed to the hear Davis v. State, Gov. Rounds ordered the Auditor General to audit the South Dakota Coalition of Schools and its member districts. State officials argued that school districts acted illegally in contributing funds to the Coalition. 

Complaint filed: Olson v. Guindon
June 2007

In response to the state’s assertion that school districts acted illegally in contributing funds to the South Dakota Coalition of Schools, a group of school board members filed a complaint in circuit court to determine, for a fact, whether school districts have standing to finance litigation against the state. 

Circuit court rules in favor of the State on Olson v. Guindon
August 2008
Circuit Court Judge Lori Wilbur ruled in favor of the State in Olson v. Guindon, concluding that school districts did not have standing to challenge the constitutionality of the state’s school finance system and declaring that districts did not have legal authority to financially support the adequacy litigation (Davis v. State). The circuit court’s decision in Olson v. Guindon was appealed to the South Dakota Supreme Court. 

Circuit court rules in favor of the State in Davis v. State
April 2009
Circuit Court Judge Lori Wilbur ruled in favor of the State in Davis v. State, concluding that the public school finance system does not violate the South Dakota Constitution. Attorneys for the plaintiffs have announced an intention to appeal the circuit court’s decision in Davis v. State to the South Dakota Supreme Court. 

South Dakota Supreme Court rules in favor of school boards in Olson v. Guindon
July 2009
The South Dakota Supreme Court ruled that school districts have a limited standing to initiate and fund a legal challenge of the state’s school finance system, making it legal for districts to help pay expenses related to the Davis v. State. While the Supreme Court ruled that school districts had standing to commence litigation against the state in this narrow context, it further made clear that the courts can not order the Legislature to appropriate additional funds.
Issue Brief 





































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































ASBSD ISSUE BRIEF: A BRIEF TIMELINE OF SOUTH DAKOTA’S ADEQAUCY LITIGATION
SEPTEMBER 2009


