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The Value of ASBSD Membership

OVERVIEW

Membership in your school board association provides a host of benefits and provides access to a range of services that help school boards and school administrators effectively and efficiently govern at the local level. What benefits do you receive for your dues? Read on to learn the value of ASBSD membership. 

THE BOTTOM LINE: UNMATCHED VALUE

ASBSD strives to offer value to our members. Your membership dues grant benefits to your entire board and district staff. Use the following services chart to compare ASBSD to other school-related professional organizations. 

	Service Area
	ASBSD
	Other Organization

	State Governance Expertise
	
	

	Federal Governance Expertise (NSBA)
	
	

	Reduced-fee Governance Training (GAVEL)
	
	

	Reduced-fee Professional Development 
	
	

	Reduced-fee Professional Consultation
	
	

	Access to Cost-saving Risk Pools (insurance coverage)
	
	

	Reduced-fee access to Policy Services 
	
	

	Access to the SD Teacher Placement Center
	
	

	Reduced-fee Superintendent Search Consultation
	
	

	Access to the online ASBSD Policy Reference Manual
	
	

	Legislative Advocacy (daily updates, bill tracker)
	
	

	Federal Advocacy (NSBA)
	
	

	Ballot Issue Advocacy
	
	

	Public Policy Analysis (research, issue briefs, polling)
	
	

	Statewide Media Relations
	
	

	Reduced-Fee Access to Useful Financial Products (PaySchools, p-cards, GASB 45) 
	
	

	Member Communications (Bulletin, ASBSD.org)
	
	

	Statewide Award and Recognition Programs
	
	

	Emergency Bus Pact
	
	

	Access to Reduced-Fee Website Software
	
	

	Quality Publications (School Board Handbook)
	
	



ASBSD SERVICES

A STATEWIDE ORGANIZATION FOCUSED ON SCHOOL GOVERNANCE
ASBSD is the only full-service, professional association that provides leadership and service focused on school board governance. A portion of your ASBSD dues is dedicated to ASBSD’s basic structure – expenses related to board meetings, the ASBSD Delegate Assembly, regional membership meetings and other basic costs. 

A NATIONAL ORGANIZATION FOCUSED ON SCHOOL GOVERNANCE
The National School Boards Association (NSBA) is a federation of state school board associations from across the United States. Your ASBSD dues are devoted, in part, to supporting and strengthening your national school board association. A membership in ASBSD entitles South Dakota districts access to NSBA’s quality resources and reduced registration fees at NSBA events.  

ASBSD’S EXPERIENCED STAFF
ASBSD’s team of professional staff is dedicated to the governance issues that school boards and administrators face every day. And, because we field thousands of calls and e-mails on governance issues each year, we continue to build our knowledge base every day. Upon request, our staff travels to member schools to perform consulting work for a fraction of the price that non-members pay. 

ACCESS TO QUALITY PARTICPATION-BASED SERVICES
ASBSD membership allows for participation in the ASB Protective Trust risk pools and the South Dakota Teacher Placement Center. These valuable services are available to all members at significantly less cost than their private-sector counterparts because your association can offer them more efficiently. There’s also an array of useful financial products – PaySchools, p-Cards, and GASB 45 Services – that help members conduct business more conveniently and efficiently. If you want to upgrade your district’s website, ASBSD can help – our K-12 Live Website Software saves time and money while giving your district a powerful communication tool.  

POLICY SERVICES
ASBSD is your resource for assistance with the development of school board policy. All members now have access to the online ASBSD Policy Reference Manual, which contains hundreds of sample policies. Members can also contract with ASBSD to review or completely overhaul their district’s policy manual. 

GOVERNANCE TRAINING
One of ASBSD’s primary functions is to provide quality governance training for school board members and administrators. We do charge registration fees, but members receive significantly reduced rates (member rates are typically 33% less) because part of your dues is devoted to the costs of researching and developing content for ASBSD’s GAVEL events. 

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
ASBSD creates several professional learning and networking opportunities for school board members and administrators. Each year, your association holds the ASBSD and SASD Convention, Board President’s Institutes, Leadership Conference, School Law Seminars, Delegate Assembly, Region Meetings, Legislative Day, and GAVEL events. Last year, more than 1,250 members attended our events at significantly reduced membership rates. 

GOVERNMENT RELATIONS AT THE STATE AND FEDERAL LEVELS
ASBSD uses member positions to advocate for positive education reform and to prevent the erosion of local control. ASBSD also provides an important statewide voice in debates about South Dakota ballot measures. At the federal level, ASBSD’s elected leadership acts as South Dakota’s voting delegation at the NSBA Delegate Assembly, providing guidance to NSBA in their federal advocacy efforts, and ASBSD’s elected and executive leadership makes contact with South Dakota’s Congressional delegation. 

LEGISLATIVE COMMUNICATIONS
ASBSD takes pride in providing comprehensive legislative information to our membership. During session, ASBSD provides daily legislative updates (on our web site) and sends a legislative newsletter to members twice a week. Our online legislative bill tracker offers continuous updates on all education-related legislation and we author detailed issue briefs and legislative summaries for our members. 




PUBLIC POLICY RESEARCH
ASBSD goes beyond legislative advocacy to actually help shape the debate on public school issues. In recent years, ASBSD has published results of the research-based Adequacy Study, conducted and publicized our original school finance research School Funding Realties, and initiated and published Public Views, a new publication featuring a public perception poll about K-12 issues. 

SUPERINTENDENT SEARCH 
ASBSD’s staff will help school boards conduct their own search, or, if a school board chooses, they can have a search conducted by an ASBSD-sponsored professional superintendent search firm. 

QUALITY PUBLICATIONS AND RESOURCES
Through the ASBSD Bulletin, ASBSD Board Report and ASBSD’s website, www.asbsd.org, members have a regular, credible source of information on K-12 issues in the state and across the country. We also have special publications, such as our reorganization planning guide, election guide, Education Directory and our School Board Handbook, that are available to members for free.  

EMERGENCY SCHOOL BUS PACT
Your association takes steps to ensure that schools across the state mutually agree to help each other if a bus is stranded out-of-district with mechanical or other issues. Each year, we coordinate the Emergency Bus Pact and provide each school with a calling tree so bus drivers can find help if they need it. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]HELPING YOU HONOR SUCCESS AND ACCOMPLISHMENT
We coordinate an annual School Board Recognition week to honor the everyday contributions of school board members and we annually recognize a School Board Member of the Year. We also honor your community members with the annual School Bell and Community Service Awards, and even go the extra step to honor your top students at the annual Academic Excellence Recognition Banquet. Just this year, we added the School Board Award of Excellence, our first award to officially recognize an entire school board for their collective efforts to advance student achievement. 

STATEWIDE MEDIA RELATIONS 
ASBSD’s staff has developed relationships with statewide media outlets and is become more effective in generating diverse media coverage about public school issues. ASBSD staff members are regularly contacted for comment, story leads and to provide background explanation on public school issues. 
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