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Hellwig Takes Public School Issues to D.C.   
SISSETON, SD – Sisseton School Board member LeRoy Hellwig joined more than 800 school board members from across the country in urging Congress to support public education during a visit to Washington, D.C., in early February. 
“It’s my job to attend these events,” Hellwig said. “I am responsible for taking local education issues to both the state and national levels.” 

During the three-day National School Boards Association Federal Relations Network Conference, Hellwig had an opportunity to discuss education issues with South Dakota’s congressional delegation. While funding was part of the discussion, Hellwig also took up changes to national policy, including modifications to No Child Left Behind, that would benefit all children. 
Hellwig says talks touched on funding but ultimately boiled down to how modifications to national policy will help students achieve to state standards. “Not every student is going to get there the same way, but it’s up to our local districts to get them there,” Hellwig said, summarizing his message to South Dakota’s congressional delegation. 
The trip to D.C. adds a national component to Hellwig’s local and state-level experience. In addition to being a long-time fixture of the Sisseton School Board, he also devotes time to state-wide issues as a member of the Associated School Boards of South Dakota board of directors. 

The trip to Washington, D.C., also provided an opportunity to attend the National School Boards Association Leadership Conference, which runs for the three days prior to the FRN Conference. 
Wayne Lueders, executive director of the Associated School Boards of South Dakota, says there is no substitute for NSBA leadership training. “The NSBA Leadership Conference provides a potent dose of leadership training,” Lueders said. “LeRoy’s experience makes a significant contribution to Sisseton and to the state of South Dakota.” 
--- 30 ---
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Pierre, SD – South Dakota’s public school finance system is inadequate, members of the Alliance for Education were told Tuesday. School districts are going to have to wait, though, to find out the exact gap between the current funding system and one that is adequate.   





“Today’s meeting  described exactly how the study uses South Dakota input to arrive at South Dakota numbers,” ASBSD executive director Wayne Lueders said. “Everyone is waiting for a number, but we have to keep the idea of adequacy in context. This meeting prepared us to go forward once we have the actual numbers.”  





Lueders said the Alliance will begin presenting preliminary numbers during a round of legislative area meetings beginning on Monday, Nov. 28, in Mobridge (Nov. 29, Watertown; Nov. 30, Sioux Falls; Dec. 5, Mitchell; Dec. 6, Pierre; Dec. 7, Aberdeen; Dec. 8, Rapid City). The full, final report will be available mid-December. 





Representatives from Augenblick, Palaich and Associates, Inc (APA) presented a preliminary report to representatives from the Associated School Boards of South Dakota, the School Administrators of South Dakota, the South Dakota Education Association, the ESD+6, the Mid-sized School Coalition and the South Dakota Coalition of Schools. 





John Myers, lead consultant for APA, talked about the impact recent trends have had on how states look at adequacy. “States set expectations on what students should be able to do, and the state also holds education providers accountable for performance. It’s only reasonable to expect the state to provide sufficient resources that allow districts to ensure all students can meet those standards,” Myers said.





Historically, education funding has been determined using available resources, Myers said. The modern definition mirrors the new focus on standards-based education that was enacted into law with No Child Left Behind. 





The two most widely accepted methods used to determine adequacy are the successful school district and professional judgment approaches. The Alliance for Education decided to include both methods in the APA analysis. 





APA is a nationally-recognized education finance consulting firm and has conducted adequacy studies in 20 states. Before the trend shifted toward adequacy, APA worked with establishing equitable state-level school funding systems, which broadens their resume to working with approximately 35 states. 





APA’s adequacy studies have resulted in adequacy-based reform in several states, and recently in Maryland and Kansas. Earlier this year, using estimates drawn from an APA study, the Kansas Supreme Court ruled the state school finance system inadequate, and called for scaling-up funding to provide for adequacy. 








--- more ---





“People talk about Kansas because that happened most recently,” Lueders said. “But the Alliance is focused on Maryland-like results.” 





In 2002, the Maryland legislature used an APA analysis to pass the Bridge to Excellence in Public Education Act, which called for a $1.3 billion increase in yearly increments, with full funding instituted by 2008. 





“The Alliance has said from the beginning – we want to work with the legislature. We want to cooperate and deliver the kind of education system that allows every public school student to achieve. The Maryland model is much more attractive to everyone,” Lueders said. 





A total of 127 South Dakota school districts have made a financial contribution toward the $153 thousand needed to pay for the study. A show of support Lueders says speaks to the state of education funding in South Dakota. “When you see that many districts contributing to an adequacy study, it makes a clear statement that those responsible for providing for education at the local level feel this is an issue that needs to be addressed.” 





--- 30 ---
































FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE	Contact: Brian Aust, Director of Communications


� DATE \@ "MMMM d, yyyy" �February 22, 2006�	  Associated School Boards of South Dakota


	  Phone: 605.773.8382 | Cell 605.295.1492


	  Email: � HYPERLINK "mailto:baust@asbsd.org" ��baust@asbsd.org�





Pierre, SD – South Dakota’s public school finance system is inadequate, members of the Alliance for Education were told Tuesday. School districts are going to have to wait, though, to find out the exact gap between the current funding system and one that is adequate.   





“Today’s meeting  described exactly how the study uses South Dakota input to arrive at South Dakota numbers,” ASBSD executive director Wayne Lueders said. “Everyone is waiting for a number, but we have to keep the idea of adequacy in context. This meeting prepared us to go forward once we have the actual numbers.”  





Lueders said the Alliance will begin presenting preliminary numbers during a round of legislative area meetings beginning on Monday, Nov. 28, in Mobridge (Nov. 29, Watertown; Nov. 30, Sioux Falls; Dec. 5, Mitchell; Dec. 6, Pierre; Dec. 7, Aberdeen; Dec. 8, Rapid City). The full, final report will be available mid-December. 





Representatives from Augenblick, Palaich and Associates, Inc (APA) presented a preliminary report to representatives from the Associated School Boards of South Dakota, the School Administrators of South Dakota, the South Dakota Education Association, the ESD+6, the Mid-sized School Coalition and the South Dakota Coalition of Schools. 





John Myers, lead consultant for APA, talked about the impact recent trends have had on how states look at adequacy. “States set expectations on what students should be able to do, and the state also holds education providers accountable for performance. It’s only reasonable to expect the state to provide sufficient resources that allow districts to ensure all students can meet those standards,” Myers said.





Historically, education funding has been determined using available resources, Myers said. The modern definition mirrors the new focus on standards-based education that was enacted into law with No Child Left Behind. 





The two most widely accepted methods used to determine adequacy are the successful school district and professional judgment approaches. The Alliance for Education decided to include both methods in the APA analysis. 





APA is a nationally-recognized education finance consulting firm and has conducted adequacy studies in 20 states. Before the trend shifted toward adequacy, APA worked with establishing equitable state-level school funding systems, which broadens their resume to working with approximately 35 states. 





APA’s adequacy studies have resulted in adequacy-based reform in several states, and recently in Maryland and Kansas. Earlier this year, using estimates drawn from an APA study, the Kansas Supreme Court ruled the state school finance system inadequate, and called for scaling-up funding to provide for adequacy. 








--- more ---





“People talk about Kansas because that happened most recently,” Lueders said. “But the Alliance is focused on Maryland-like results.” 





In 2002, the Maryland legislature used an APA analysis to pass the Bridge to Excellence in Public Education Act, which called for a $1.3 billion increase in yearly increments, with full funding instituted by 2008. 





“The Alliance has said from the beginning – we want to work with the legislature. We want to cooperate and deliver the kind of education system that allows every public school student to achieve. The Maryland model is much more attractive to everyone,” Lueders said. 





A total of 127 South Dakota school districts have made a financial contribution toward the $153 thousand needed to pay for the study. A show of support Lueders says speaks to the state of education funding in South Dakota. “When you see that many districts contributing to an adequacy study, it makes a clear statement that those responsible for providing for education at the local level feel this is an issue that needs to be addressed.” 





--- 30 ---





FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE	Contact: Brian Aust, Director of Communications


� DATE \@ "MMMM d, yyyy" �February 22, 2006�	              Associated School Boards of South Dakota


	              Phone: 605.773.8382 | Cell 605.295.1492


	              Email: � HYPERLINK "mailto:baust@asbsd.org" ��baust@asbsd.org�





Simmons to Serve on NSBA Policy and Resolutions Committee  





This, like most tales worth telling, is a love story. “I love policy,” Brandon Valley Board of Education member Patricia Simmons said. “If you govern by policy, you govern well.” 





Simmons’ love for policy motivated her to run for the National School Boards Association’s Policy and Resolutions Committee at the NSBA Western Region meeting earlier this fall. Simmons fell short in the election, and left having been selected as an alternate. 





At the Associated School Boards of South Dakota Board of Directors meeting on Nov. 17 in Pierre, though, Simmons learned NSBA President Joan Schmidt had appointed her to serve on one of NSBA’s most important national committees. 





“The work of this committee sets nation-wide education goals,” Simmons said, in reaction to her appointment. “It’s an incredible opportunity, and I am humbled at the chance to represent South Dakota and ASBSD.” 





The NSBA Policy and Resolutions Committee reviews national school board policies and is instrumental in the national advocacy process. “This committee is part of NSBA’s governance,” ASBSD executive director Wayne Lueders said. “It helps establish NSBA’s official positions on national matters, and is responsible for making recommendations to the NSBA Delegate Assembly.” 





Simmons says that it’s important for South Dakota to have a voice at the national level. “South Dakota hasn’t had a voice on a national committee in years. But, we can bring a lot to the table. We are practical people with a lot of experience and expertise,” Simmons said. 





Lueders says South Dakota and ASBSD is lucky to have such strong advocates like Simmons. “ASBSD is fortunate to have dedicated people like Pat. We’ll all be eager to draw on the experience she gains by serving on this committee.” 





Simmons has been an active advocate for public education for years, and has served on ASBSD Board of Directors since 1999. She immediately began moving through the executive chairs, and served as ASBSD President for the 2002-03 school year. 
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