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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Contact: Brian Aust, Director of Communications

April 26, 2007
              Associated School Boards of South Dakota


              Phone: 605.773.8382 | Cell 605.295.1492

              Email: baust@asbsd.org
MEDIA ADVISORY: Associated School Boards Academic Excellence honorees
Note: Students are listed in alphabetical order by high school. If a high school has more than one honoree, students are listed alphabetically by last name. 

Sam Merkel

Aberdeen Central High School

Heidi Senst

Aberdeen Central High School

Melanie Zinter                     

Aberdeen Central High School

Spencer Arment                  

Aberdeen Christian High School

Kelsey Lanning                   

Roncalli High School

Katelynn Lamb                   

Sully Buttes High School

Hailey Kleinhans                 

Alcester-Hudson High School

Riley Svatos                       

Andes Central High School

Amber Eggebraaten            

Arlington High School

Evan Biederstedt                 

Armour High School

Sara Hurd                           

Avon High School

Dustin Garness                   

Baltic High School

Cassie McLean                   

Belle Fourche High School

Luis J. Saunders                 

Bennett Co. High School

Robin Nordquist                  

Beresford High School

Elizabeth Ann Drown           

Bison High School

Carrie Kastein                     

Bon Homme High School

Valerie Baker                      

Bonesteel-Fairfax High School

Grace Thomsen                  

Bowdle High School

Leslie Addengast                

Brandon Valley High School

Elizabeth Reid                    

Brandon Valley High School

Daniel Rohlf                        

Brandon Valley High School

Melissa Klockman              

Bridgewater High School

Anya Frohling                     

Britton-Hecla High School

Scott Jorgenson                  

Brookings High School

Cami Owens                       

Brookings High School

Evan Schnabel                    

Brookings High School

Natalie Krier                       

Burke High School

Keith Begeman                   

Canistota High School

Rachel Hurley                     

Canton High School

Besty Aderhold                   

Castlewood High School

Courtney Buechler              

Centerville High School

Sarah Knippling                  

Chamberlain High School

Blake Ahlers                       

Chester Area High School

Brittany Azure                    

Cheyenne-Eagle Butte High School

Zack Vos                           

Clark High School

Tanya Schulte                    

Colman-Egan High School

Ryan Shippy                       

Colome High School

Brenna Taylor                     

Conde High School

Nicole Lauck                      

Corsica High School

Arrow Bettelyoun                

Crazy Horse High School

Rhiannon Morgan                

Crow Creek High School

Steven P. Hafner                 

Custer High School

Logan Veurink                    

Dakota Christian High School

Hannah Morford                  

Dakota Valley High School

Abby Feehan                      

Dell Rapids Public High School

Casey Michel                     

St. Marys High School

Jessica Anderson               

DeSmet High School

Courtney Moberg                

Deubrook High School

Jenna Effling                       

Deuel High School

Elizabeth Troske                 

Doland High School

Melody G. Alsever               

Douglas High School

Christopher E. Milnes          

Douglas High School

Christopher Bilbo                

Dupree High School

Courtney Simet                   

Edgemont High School

Ayla Brausen                      

Edmunds Central High School

Darin Schmidt                     

Elk Point-Jefferson High School

Jerad Schlobohm                

Elkton High School

Kristi Weeldreyer                

Emery High School

Leigh Hollenbeck                

Estelline High School

Kala Pickett                       

Ethan High School

Brent Neuharth                   

Eureka High School

Ashley Dutton                     

Faith High School

Nikki Bowar                        

Faulkton High School

Jamie Whipkey                   

Flandreau High School

No name submitted

Flandreau Indian High School

Samantha Maag                 

Florence High School

Carli Ellwein                       

Frederick Area High School

Ashley Pfeiffer                    

Freeman High School

Morgan Kleinsasser            

Freeman Academy High School

Danielle Smith                    

Garretson High School

Emma Erickson                  

Gayville-Volin High School

Michael Wojciechowski       

Geddes High School

Brady Potts                        

Gettysburg High School

Erin Berg                            

Grant-Deuel High School

Tiffany Myers                      

Great Plains Lutheran High School

Rhea Richards                    

Gregory High School

Amy Hansmeier                  

Groton Area High School

Phillip Schneider                 

Hamlin High School

Megan Doyle                      

Hanson High School

Sarah Johnson                    

Harding County High School

Mikaela L. Sechser             

Harrisburg High School

Caitlyn Ingle                       

Harrold High School

Laura Eidsness                   

Henry High School

John Huber                         

Herreid High School

Brandi Hamlin                     

Highmore High School

Adriana Meza                     

Hill City High School

Karen Frankenstein             

Hitchcock-Tulare High School

Paul Jared Jamison             

Hot Springs High School

Mallory Jacobs                   

Hoven High School

Mellisa Cavigielli                 

Howard High School

Abby Harmon                     

Hurley High School

Stacey George                   

Huron High School

Austin Hofeman                  

Huron High School

Chad Boettcher                   

Ipswich High School

Jessica Rudd                      

Irene High School

Tyniah Hintz                       

Iroquois High School

Zach Knowlton                    

Isabel High School

Austin Wiebe                      

James Valley Christian High School

Karissa Miller                     

Jones County High School

Matthew Scott                    

Kadoka High School

Daniel Woodraska               

Kimball High School

Tyler Hesby                        

Lake Preston High School

Heidi Oakland                     

Langford High School

Alana Kightlinger                 

Lead-Deadwood High School

Joel Penning                       

Lemmon High School

Jerika Ihnen                        

Lennox High School

Katie Klipfel                        

Leola High School

Sasha White                      

Little Wound High School

Kansas Middletent              

Lower Brule High School

Kyal Middletent                   

Lower Brule High School

Matthew Heiman                 

Lyman High School

Michael Stunes                   

Madison High School

Bryan Larsen                      

Marion High School

Keisha Bruguier                  

Marty Indian High School

Erin Coffey                         

McCook Central High School

Melissa Nehl                      

McIntosh High School

Carissa Brownotter              

McLaughlin High School

Logan Smidt                       

Menno High School

Britta Hystad                      

Milbank High School

Libby Lammers                   

Miller High School

Laura Osterloo                    

Mitchell High School

Jeff White                           

Mitchell High School

Tiffany Tolsma                    

Mitchell Christian High School

Brandi Ritter                       

Mobridge High School

Michael Smith                    

Montrose High School

Kayla Morris                       

Mt. Vernon High School

Ashlyn A. Swanson             

New Underwood High School

Dustin Hawkins                   

Newell High School

Alyssa Fischbach               

Northwestern High School

Malachiah Fleming              

Oelrichs High School

Travis Boyd                        

Oldham-Ramona High School

Zachary Ludens                  

Parker High School

Wendy Kummer                  

Parkston High School

Katie Nelson                       

Philip High School

Bethany Jochim                  

T.F. Riggs High School

Brianna Neuhauser              

T.F. Riggs High School

David "Bull Dawg" Michaud  

Pine Ridge High School

Stephanie Koch                  

Plankinton High School

Jentre Olsen                       

Platte High School

Susanna Vander Vorste       

Pollock High School

Heather Bunge                    

Rapid City Central High School

Edward Hill                         

Rapid City Central High School

Lance Lehmann                  

Rapid City Central High School

Benjamin Spangler              

Rapid City Central High School

Sarah Uhl                           

Rapid City Central High School

Marin Baker                        

Rapid City Christian High School

Danielle Dixon                    

Rapid City Stevens High School

Josephine Kerk                   

Rapid City Stevens High School

Sasha Roehrich                  

Rapid City Stevens High School

Seth Thompson                  

Rapid City Stevens High School

Matthew Shoulders             

Red Cloud High School

Naomi Paulson                   

Redfield High School

Abigail Larsen                     

Rosholt High School

Josie Clark                         

Roslyn High School

Rebecca Jaton                    

Rutland High School

Jessica Two Eagle              

St. Francis Indian High School

Stefanie Zetah                    

St. Thomas More High School

Jenica Pearson                   

Sanborn Central

Kelly Sternhagen                

Scotland High School

David Hughes                     

Selby Area High School

Justin Krosschell                

Sioux Falls Christian High School

Bayard Carlson                   

Sioux Falls Lincoln High School

Xiang-Yu Chen                    

Sioux Falls Lincoln High School

Josh Oppenheimer              

Sioux Falls Lincoln High School

Renugan Raidoo                 

Sioux Falls Lincoln High School

Kevin Ahrendt                     

Sioux Falls O'Gorman High School

Julie Santella                      

Sioux Falls O'Gorman High School

Diana Cai                           

Sioux Falls Roosevelt High School

Erin Lepp                           

Sioux Falls Roosevelt High School

Tiffany Moeller                    

Sioux Falls Roosevelt High School

Viktoriya Sharova                

Sioux Falls Roosevelt High School

Julie Wagner                      

Sioux Falls Roosevelt High School

Jana Anderson                    

Sioux Falls Washington High School

Courtney Holbrook              

Sioux Falls Washington High School

Elizabeth Nail                     

Sioux Falls Washington High School

Nathan Otten                      

Sioux Falls Washington High School

Laurelle Adkins                   

Sioux Valley High School

Courtney Peterson              

Sisseton High School

Ashley Granquist                

South Shore High School

Justin Hicks                       

Spearfish High School

Mike Soriano                      

Spearfish High School

Marissa Jacobsen               

Stanley County High School

Damian Hoffman                 

Stickney High School

Jessica Lauer                     

Brown High School

Benjamin Nelson                 

Brown High School

Matt Tysdal                        

Brown High School

Pat Hills                             
Summit High School

Grace Pedersen                  

Sunshine Bible Academy

Melissa McCain                  

Takini High School

Amanda Jurgensen             

Tea Area High School

Brett Mayer                        

Timber Lake High School

Chantel Eagle                     

Tiospa Zina High School

Calee LeCompte                 

Tiospaye Topa High School

Charisse Bordeaux              

Todd County High School

Alison K. Bozung                

Tri-Valley High School

Allison Fink                        

Tripp-Delmont High School

Ariel Hofman                       

Vermillion High School

Amelia Jensen                    

Viborg High School

Jenalee Doom                     

Wagner High School

Mitchell Hessman               

Wakonda High School

Brittany Tiger                      

Wakpala High School

James Besson Jr.               

Wall High School

Matthew Bossly                  

Warner High School

Stephanie Deutsch              

Watertown High School

Samuel Johnson                 

Watertown High School

Julia Miller                          

Watertown High School

Lacey Leimkuhl                  

Waubay High School

Kelsey Bludorn                   

Waverly High School

Elizabeth Althoff                  

Webster High School

Abby Mettler                       

Wessington Springs High School

Laurel Taylor                       

West Central High School

Cory Gillen                         

White Lake High School

Jessica Lynn Ludvik            

White River High School

Katie Waldner                     

Willow Lake High School

Lucas Ammann                  

Wilmot High School

Jamie N. Flynn                   

Winner High School

Caitlin Heller                       

Wolsey-Wessington High School

Kelsey Schroeder               

Woonsocket High School

Lucas Frohreich                  

Yankton High School

Tara McNeely                     

Yankton High School

Brendan Pons                     

Yankton High School
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Pierre, SD – South Dakota’s public school finance system is inadequate, members of the Alliance for Education were told Tuesday. School districts are going to have to wait, though, to find out the exact gap between the current funding system and one that is adequate.   





“Today’s meeting  described exactly how the study uses South Dakota input to arrive at South Dakota numbers,” ASBSD executive director Wayne Lueders said. “Everyone is waiting for a number, but we have to keep the idea of adequacy in context. This meeting prepared us to go forward once we have the actual numbers.”  





Lueders said the Alliance will begin presenting preliminary numbers during a round of legislative area meetings beginning on Monday, Nov. 28, in Mobridge (Nov. 29, Watertown; Nov. 30, Sioux Falls; Dec. 5, Mitchell; Dec. 6, Pierre; Dec. 7, Aberdeen; Dec. 8, Rapid City). The full, final report will be available mid-December. 





Representatives from Augenblick, Palaich and Associates, Inc (APA) presented a preliminary report to representatives from the Associated School Boards of South Dakota, the School Administrators of South Dakota, the South Dakota Education Association, the ESD+6, the Mid-sized School Coalition and the South Dakota Coalition of Schools. 





John Myers, lead consultant for APA, talked about the impact recent trends have had on how states look at adequacy. “States set expectations on what students should be able to do, and the state also holds education providers accountable for performance. It’s only reasonable to expect the state to provide sufficient resources that allow districts to ensure all students can meet those standards,” Myers said.





Historically, education funding has been determined using available resources, Myers said. The modern definition mirrors the new focus on standards-based education that was enacted into law with No Child Left Behind. 





The two most widely accepted methods used to determine adequacy are the successful school district and professional judgment approaches. The Alliance for Education decided to include both methods in the APA analysis. 





APA is a nationally-recognized education finance consulting firm and has conducted adequacy studies in 20 states. Before the trend shifted toward adequacy, APA worked with establishing equitable state-level school funding systems, which broadens their resume to working with approximately 35 states. 





APA’s adequacy studies have resulted in adequacy-based reform in several states, and recently in Maryland and Kansas. Earlier this year, using estimates drawn from an APA study, the Kansas Supreme Court ruled the state school finance system inadequate, and called for scaling-up funding to provide for adequacy. 








--- more ---





“People talk about Kansas because that happened most recently,” Lueders said. “But the Alliance is focused on Maryland-like results.” 





In 2002, the Maryland legislature used an APA analysis to pass the Bridge to Excellence in Public Education Act, which called for a $1.3 billion increase in yearly increments, with full funding instituted by 2008. 





“The Alliance has said from the beginning – we want to work with the legislature. We want to cooperate and deliver the kind of education system that allows every public school student to achieve. The Maryland model is much more attractive to everyone,” Lueders said. 





A total of 127 South Dakota school districts have made a financial contribution toward the $153 thousand needed to pay for the study. A show of support Lueders says speaks to the state of education funding in South Dakota. “When you see that many districts contributing to an adequacy study, it makes a clear statement that those responsible for providing for education at the local level feel this is an issue that needs to be addressed.” 
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Pierre, SD – South Dakota’s public school finance system is inadequate, members of the Alliance for Education were told Tuesday. School districts are going to have to wait, though, to find out the exact gap between the current funding system and one that is adequate.   





“Today’s meeting  described exactly how the study uses South Dakota input to arrive at South Dakota numbers,” ASBSD executive director Wayne Lueders said. “Everyone is waiting for a number, but we have to keep the idea of adequacy in context. This meeting prepared us to go forward once we have the actual numbers.”  





Lueders said the Alliance will begin presenting preliminary numbers during a round of legislative area meetings beginning on Monday, Nov. 28, in Mobridge (Nov. 29, Watertown; Nov. 30, Sioux Falls; Dec. 5, Mitchell; Dec. 6, Pierre; Dec. 7, Aberdeen; Dec. 8, Rapid City). The full, final report will be available mid-December. 





Representatives from Augenblick, Palaich and Associates, Inc (APA) presented a preliminary report to representatives from the Associated School Boards of South Dakota, the School Administrators of South Dakota, the South Dakota Education Association, the ESD+6, the Mid-sized School Coalition and the South Dakota Coalition of Schools. 





John Myers, lead consultant for APA, talked about the impact recent trends have had on how states look at adequacy. “States set expectations on what students should be able to do, and the state also holds education providers accountable for performance. It’s only reasonable to expect the state to provide sufficient resources that allow districts to ensure all students can meet those standards,” Myers said.





Historically, education funding has been determined using available resources, Myers said. The modern definition mirrors the new focus on standards-based education that was enacted into law with No Child Left Behind. 





The two most widely accepted methods used to determine adequacy are the successful school district and professional judgment approaches. The Alliance for Education decided to include both methods in the APA analysis. 





APA is a nationally-recognized education finance consulting firm and has conducted adequacy studies in 20 states. Before the trend shifted toward adequacy, APA worked with establishing equitable state-level school funding systems, which broadens their resume to working with approximately 35 states. 





APA’s adequacy studies have resulted in adequacy-based reform in several states, and recently in Maryland and Kansas. Earlier this year, using estimates drawn from an APA study, the Kansas Supreme Court ruled the state school finance system inadequate, and called for scaling-up funding to provide for adequacy. 
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“People talk about Kansas because that happened most recently,” Lueders said. “But the Alliance is focused on Maryland-like results.” 





In 2002, the Maryland legislature used an APA analysis to pass the Bridge to Excellence in Public Education Act, which called for a $1.3 billion increase in yearly increments, with full funding instituted by 2008. 





“The Alliance has said from the beginning – we want to work with the legislature. We want to cooperate and deliver the kind of education system that allows every public school student to achieve. The Maryland model is much more attractive to everyone,” Lueders said. 





A total of 127 South Dakota school districts have made a financial contribution toward the $153 thousand needed to pay for the study. A show of support Lueders says speaks to the state of education funding in South Dakota. “When you see that many districts contributing to an adequacy study, it makes a clear statement that those responsible for providing for education at the local level feel this is an issue that needs to be addressed.” 
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“People talk about Kansas because that happened most recently,” Lueders said. “But the Alliance is focused on Maryland-like results.” 
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Simmons to Serve on NSBA Policy and Resolutions Committee  





This, like most tales worth telling, is a love story. “I love policy,” Brandon Valley Board of Education member Patricia Simmons said. “If you govern by policy, you govern well.” 





Simmons’ love for policy motivated her to run for the National School Boards Association’s Policy and Resolutions Committee at the NSBA Western Region meeting earlier this fall. Simmons fell short in the election, and left having been selected as an alternate. 





At the Associated School Boards of South Dakota Board of Directors meeting on Nov. 17 in Pierre, though, Simmons learned NSBA President Joan Schmidt had appointed her to serve on one of NSBA’s most important national committees. 





“The work of this committee sets nation-wide education goals,” Simmons said, in reaction to her appointment. “It’s an incredible opportunity, and I am humbled at the chance to represent South Dakota and ASBSD.” 





The NSBA Policy and Resolutions Committee reviews national school board policies and is instrumental in the national advocacy process. “This committee is part of NSBA’s governance,” ASBSD executive director Wayne Lueders said. “It helps establish NSBA’s official positions on national matters, and is responsible for making recommendations to the NSBA Delegate Assembly.” 





Simmons says that it’s important for South Dakota to have a voice at the national level. “South Dakota hasn’t had a voice on a national committee in years. But, we can bring a lot to the table. We are practical people with a lot of experience and expertise,” Simmons said. 





Lueders says South Dakota and ASBSD is lucky to have such strong advocates like Simmons. “ASBSD is fortunate to have dedicated people like Pat. We’ll all be eager to draw on the experience she gains by serving on this committee.” 





Simmons has been an active advocate for public education for years, and has served on ASBSD Board of Directors since 1999. She immediately began moving through the executive chairs, and served as ASBSD President for the 2002-03 school year. 
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APA’s adequacy studies have resulted in adequacy-based reform in several states, and recently in Maryland and Kansas. Earlier this year, using estimates drawn from an APA study, the Kansas Supreme Court ruled the state school finance system inadequate, and called for scaling-up funding to provide for adequacy. 
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“People talk about Kansas because that happened most recently,” Lueders said. “But the Alliance is focused on Maryland-like results.” 





In 2002, the Maryland legislature used an APA analysis to pass the Bridge to Excellence in Public Education Act, which called for a $1.3 billion increase in yearly increments, with full funding instituted by 2008. 





“The Alliance has said from the beginning – we want to work with the legislature. We want to cooperate and deliver the kind of education system that allows every public school student to achieve. The Maryland model is much more attractive to everyone,” Lueders said. 





A total of 127 South Dakota school districts have made a financial contribution toward the $153 thousand needed to pay for the study. A show of support Lueders says speaks to the state of education funding in South Dakota. “When you see that many districts contributing to an adequacy study, it makes a clear statement that those responsible for providing for education at the local level feel this is an issue that needs to be addressed.” 
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“People talk about Kansas because that happened most recently,” Lueders said. “But the Alliance is focused on Maryland-like results.” 





In 2002, the Maryland legislature used an APA analysis to pass the Bridge to Excellence in Public Education Act, which called for a $1.3 billion increase in yearly increments, with full funding instituted by 2008. 





“The Alliance has said from the beginning – we want to work with the legislature. We want to cooperate and deliver the kind of education system that allows every public school student to achieve. The Maryland model is much more attractive to everyone,” Lueders said. 





A total of 127 South Dakota school districts have made a financial contribution toward the $153 thousand needed to pay for the study. A show of support Lueders says speaks to the state of education funding in South Dakota. “When you see that many districts contributing to an adequacy study, it makes a clear statement that those responsible for providing for education at the local level feel this is an issue that needs to be addressed.” 
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“People talk about Kansas because that happened most recently,” Lueders said. “But the Alliance is focused on Maryland-like results.” 





In 2002, the Maryland legislature used an APA analysis to pass the Bridge to Excellence in Public Education Act, which called for a $1.3 billion increase in yearly increments, with full funding instituted by 2008. 





“The Alliance has said from the beginning – we want to work with the legislature. We want to cooperate and deliver the kind of education system that allows every public school student to achieve. The Maryland model is much more attractive to everyone,” Lueders said. 





A total of 127 South Dakota school districts have made a financial contribution toward the $153 thousand needed to pay for the study. A show of support Lueders says speaks to the state of education funding in South Dakota. “When you see that many districts contributing to an adequacy study, it makes a clear statement that those responsible for providing for education at the local level feel this is an issue that needs to be addressed.” 
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“People talk about Kansas because that happened most recently,” Lueders said. “But the Alliance is focused on Maryland-like results.” 





In 2002, the Maryland legislature used an APA analysis to pass the Bridge to Excellence in Public Education Act, which called for a $1.3 billion increase in yearly increments, with full funding instituted by 2008. 





“The Alliance has said from the beginning – we want to work with the legislature. We want to cooperate and deliver the kind of education system that allows every public school student to achieve. The Maryland model is much more attractive to everyone,” Lueders said. 





A total of 127 South Dakota school districts have made a financial contribution toward the $153 thousand needed to pay for the study. A show of support Lueders says speaks to the state of education funding in South Dakota. “When you see that many districts contributing to an adequacy study, it makes a clear statement that those responsible for providing for education at the local level feel this is an issue that needs to be addressed.” 
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“People talk about Kansas because that happened most recently,” Lueders said. “But the Alliance is focused on Maryland-like results.” 





In 2002, the Maryland legislature used an APA analysis to pass the Bridge to Excellence in Public Education Act, which called for a $1.3 billion increase in yearly increments, with full funding instituted by 2008. 





“The Alliance has said from the beginning – we want to work with the legislature. We want to cooperate and deliver the kind of education system that allows every public school student to achieve. The Maryland model is much more attractive to everyone,” Lueders said. 





A total of 127 South Dakota school districts have made a financial contribution toward the $153 thousand needed to pay for the study. A show of support Lueders says speaks to the state of education funding in South Dakota. “When you see that many districts contributing to an adequacy study, it makes a clear statement that those responsible for providing for education at the local level feel this is an issue that needs to be addressed.” 
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Pierre, SD – South Dakota’s public school finance system is inadequate, members of the Alliance for Education were told Tuesday. School districts are going to have to wait, though, to find out the exact gap between the current funding system and one that is adequate.   





“Today’s meeting  described exactly how the study uses South Dakota input to arrive at South Dakota numbers,” ASBSD executive director Wayne Lueders said. “Everyone is waiting for a number, but we have to keep the idea of adequacy in context. This meeting prepared us to go forward once we have the actual numbers.”  





Lueders said the Alliance will begin presenting preliminary numbers during a round of legislative area meetings beginning on Monday, Nov. 28, in Mobridge (Nov. 29, Watertown; Nov. 30, Sioux Falls; Dec. 5, Mitchell; Dec. 6, Pierre; Dec. 7, Aberdeen; Dec. 8, Rapid City). The full, final report will be available mid-December. 





Representatives from Augenblick, Palaich and Associates, Inc (APA) presented a preliminary report to representatives from the Associated School Boards of South Dakota, the School Administrators of South Dakota, the South Dakota Education Association, the ESD+6, the Mid-sized School Coalition and the South Dakota Coalition of Schools. 





John Myers, lead consultant for APA, talked about the impact recent trends have had on how states look at adequacy. “States set expectations on what students should be able to do, and the state also holds education providers accountable for performance. It’s only reasonable to expect the state to provide sufficient resources that allow districts to ensure all students can meet those standards,” Myers said.





Historically, education funding has been determined using available resources, Myers said. The modern definition mirrors the new focus on standards-based education that was enacted into law with No Child Left Behind. 





The two most widely accepted methods used to determine adequacy are the successful school district and professional judgment approaches. The Alliance for Education decided to include both methods in the APA analysis. 





APA is a nationally-recognized education finance consulting firm and has conducted adequacy studies in 20 states. Before the trend shifted toward adequacy, APA worked with establishing equitable state-level school funding systems, which broadens their resume to working with approximately 35 states. 





APA’s adequacy studies have resulted in adequacy-based reform in several states, and recently in Maryland and Kansas. Earlier this year, using estimates drawn from an APA study, the Kansas Supreme Court ruled the state school finance system inadequate, and called for scaling-up funding to provide for adequacy. 








--- more ---





“People talk about Kansas because that happened most recently,” Lueders said. “But the Alliance is focused on Maryland-like results.” 





In 2002, the Maryland legislature used an APA analysis to pass the Bridge to Excellence in Public Education Act, which called for a $1.3 billion increase in yearly increments, with full funding instituted by 2008. 





“The Alliance has said from the beginning – we want to work with the legislature. We want to cooperate and deliver the kind of education system that allows every public school student to achieve. The Maryland model is much more attractive to everyone,” Lueders said. 
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Simmons to Serve on NSBA Policy and Resolutions Committee  





This, like most tales worth telling, is a love story. “I love policy,” Brandon Valley Board of Education member Patricia Simmons said. “If you govern by policy, you govern well.” 





Simmons’ love for policy motivated her to run for the National School Boards Association’s Policy and Resolutions Committee at the NSBA Western Region meeting earlier this fall. Simmons fell short in the election, and left having been selected as an alternate. 





At the Associated School Boards of South Dakota Board of Directors meeting on Nov. 17 in Pierre, though, Simmons learned NSBA President Joan Schmidt had appointed her to serve on one of NSBA’s most important national committees. 





“The work of this committee sets nation-wide education goals,” Simmons said, in reaction to her appointment. “It’s an incredible opportunity, and I am humbled at the chance to represent South Dakota and ASBSD.” 





The NSBA Policy and Resolutions Committee reviews national school board policies and is instrumental in the national advocacy process. “This committee is part of NSBA’s governance,” ASBSD executive director Wayne Lueders said. “It helps establish NSBA’s official positions on national matters, and is responsible for making recommendations to the NSBA Delegate Assembly.” 





Simmons says that it’s important for South Dakota to have a voice at the national level. “South Dakota hasn’t had a voice on a national committee in years. But, we can bring a lot to the table. We are practical people with a lot of experience and expertise,” Simmons said. 





Lueders says South Dakota and ASBSD is lucky to have such strong advocates like Simmons. “ASBSD is fortunate to have dedicated people like Pat. We’ll all be eager to draw on the experience she gains by serving on this committee.” 





Simmons has been an active advocate for public education for years, and has served on ASBSD Board of Directors since 1999. She immediately began moving through the executive chairs, and served as ASBSD President for the 2002-03 school year. 
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“People talk about Kansas because that happened most recently,” Lueders said. “But the Alliance is focused on Maryland-like results.” 





In 2002, the Maryland legislature used an APA analysis to pass the Bridge to Excellence in Public Education Act, which called for a $1.3 billion increase in yearly increments, with full funding instituted by 2008. 
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“People talk about Kansas because that happened most recently,” Lueders said. “But the Alliance is focused on Maryland-like results.” 





In 2002, the Maryland legislature used an APA analysis to pass the Bridge to Excellence in Public Education Act, which called for a $1.3 billion increase in yearly increments, with full funding instituted by 2008. 





“The Alliance has said from the beginning – we want to work with the legislature. We want to cooperate and deliver the kind of education system that allows every public school student to achieve. The Maryland model is much more attractive to everyone,” Lueders said. 





A total of 127 South Dakota school districts have made a financial contribution toward the $153 thousand needed to pay for the study. A show of support Lueders says speaks to the state of education funding in South Dakota. “When you see that many districts contributing to an adequacy study, it makes a clear statement that those responsible for providing for education at the local level feel this is an issue that needs to be addressed.” 
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John Myers, lead consultant for APA, talked about the impact recent trends have had on how states look at adequacy. “States set expectations on what students should be able to do, and the state also holds education providers accountable for performance. It’s only reasonable to expect the state to provide sufficient resources that allow districts to ensure all students can meet those standards,” Myers said.





Historically, education funding has been determined using available resources, Myers said. The modern definition mirrors the new focus on standards-based education that was enacted into law with No Child Left Behind. 





The two most widely accepted methods used to determine adequacy are the successful school district and professional judgment approaches. The Alliance for Education decided to include both methods in the APA analysis. 





APA is a nationally-recognized education finance consulting firm and has conducted adequacy studies in 20 states. Before the trend shifted toward adequacy, APA worked with establishing equitable state-level school funding systems, which broadens their resume to working with approximately 35 states. 
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“People talk about Kansas because that happened most recently,” Lueders said. “But the Alliance is focused on Maryland-like results.” 





In 2002, the Maryland legislature used an APA analysis to pass the Bridge to Excellence in Public Education Act, which called for a $1.3 billion increase in yearly increments, with full funding instituted by 2008. 





“The Alliance has said from the beginning – we want to work with the legislature. We want to cooperate and deliver the kind of education system that allows every public school student to achieve. The Maryland model is much more attractive to everyone,” Lueders said. 





A total of 127 South Dakota school districts have made a financial contribution toward the $153 thousand needed to pay for the study. A show of support Lueders says speaks to the state of education funding in South Dakota. “When you see that many districts contributing to an adequacy study, it makes a clear statement that those responsible for providing for education at the local level feel this is an issue that needs to be addressed.” 
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Lueders says South Dakota and ASBSD is lucky to have such strong advocates like Simmons. “ASBSD is fortunate to have dedicated people like Pat. We’ll all be eager to draw on the experience she gains by serving on this committee.” 





Simmons has been an active advocate for public education for years, and has served on ASBSD Board of Directors since 1999. She immediately began moving through the executive chairs, and served as ASBSD President for the 2002-03 school year. 
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“People talk about Kansas because that happened most recently,” Lueders said. “But the Alliance is focused on Maryland-like results.” 





In 2002, the Maryland legislature used an APA analysis to pass the Bridge to Excellence in Public Education Act, which called for a $1.3 billion increase in yearly increments, with full funding instituted by 2008. 





“The Alliance has said from the beginning – we want to work with the legislature. We want to cooperate and deliver the kind of education system that allows every public school student to achieve. The Maryland model is much more attractive to everyone,” Lueders said. 





A total of 127 South Dakota school districts have made a financial contribution toward the $153 thousand needed to pay for the study. A show of support Lueders says speaks to the state of education funding in South Dakota. “When you see that many districts contributing to an adequacy study, it makes a clear statement that those responsible for providing for education at the local level feel this is an issue that needs to be addressed.” 
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“People talk about Kansas because that happened most recently,” Lueders said. “But the Alliance is focused on Maryland-like results.” 
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APA’s adequacy studies have resulted in adequacy-based reform in several states, and recently in Maryland and Kansas. Earlier this year, using estimates drawn from an APA study, the Kansas Supreme Court ruled the state school finance system inadequate, and called for scaling-up funding to provide for adequacy. 
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“People talk about Kansas because that happened most recently,” Lueders said. “But the Alliance is focused on Maryland-like results.” 





In 2002, the Maryland legislature used an APA analysis to pass the Bridge to Excellence in Public Education Act, which called for a $1.3 billion increase in yearly increments, with full funding instituted by 2008. 





“The Alliance has said from the beginning – we want to work with the legislature. We want to cooperate and deliver the kind of education system that allows every public school student to achieve. The Maryland model is much more attractive to everyone,” Lueders said. 





A total of 127 South Dakota school districts have made a financial contribution toward the $153 thousand needed to pay for the study. A show of support Lueders says speaks to the state of education funding in South Dakota. “When you see that many districts contributing to an adequacy study, it makes a clear statement that those responsible for providing for education at the local level feel this is an issue that needs to be addressed.” 
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Simmons to Serve on NSBA Policy and Resolutions Committee  





This, like most tales worth telling, is a love story. “I love policy,” Brandon Valley Board of Education member Patricia Simmons said. “If you govern by policy, you govern well.” 





Simmons’ love for policy motivated her to run for the National School Boards Association’s Policy and Resolutions Committee at the NSBA Western Region meeting earlier this fall. Simmons fell short in the election, and left having been selected as an alternate. 





At the Associated School Boards of South Dakota Board of Directors meeting on Nov. 17 in Pierre, though, Simmons learned NSBA President Joan Schmidt had appointed her to serve on one of NSBA’s most important national committees. 





“The work of this committee sets nation-wide education goals,” Simmons said, in reaction to her appointment. “It’s an incredible opportunity, and I am humbled at the chance to represent South Dakota and ASBSD.” 





The NSBA Policy and Resolutions Committee reviews national school board policies and is instrumental in the national advocacy process. “This committee is part of NSBA’s governance,” ASBSD executive director Wayne Lueders said. “It helps establish NSBA’s official positions on national matters, and is responsible for making recommendations to the NSBA Delegate Assembly.” 





Simmons says that it’s important for South Dakota to have a voice at the national level. “South Dakota hasn’t had a voice on a national committee in years. But, we can bring a lot to the table. We are practical people with a lot of experience and expertise,” Simmons said. 





Lueders says South Dakota and ASBSD is lucky to have such strong advocates like Simmons. “ASBSD is fortunate to have dedicated people like Pat. We’ll all be eager to draw on the experience she gains by serving on this committee.” 





Simmons has been an active advocate for public education for years, and has served on ASBSD Board of Directors since 1999. She immediately began moving through the executive chairs, and served as ASBSD President for the 2002-03 school year. 
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