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ASBSD/Zogby Poll: Schools Challenged by Funding Woes, Hiring Teachers
PIERRE, SD – Two-thirds of South Dakota voters believe K-12 education funding should increase and 68 percent support a state law that requires per-student funding to increase by 4 percent per year, according to the 2008 ASBSD/Zogby International Poll of South Dakota Voters. 

The poll, conducted in September, asked 600 likely South Dakota voters for their opinions on a range of public school issues. The results are featured in Public Views: K-12 Education in South Dakota, a new publication from Associated School Boards of South Dakota. 

About a third of the poll questions addressed public school funding, including the gauge of public opinion surrounding a change in state policy that limits per-student school funding increases to 3 percent or the rate of inflation, whichever is less. The remaining questions gathered public opinion on a variety of issues, including education quality, local decision making and education policy. The full report can be accessed by clicking here (see the notes at the end of the release for full URLs). 
[SEE THE HIGHLIGHTS SECTION BELOW FOR SUMMARIES OF ALL THE QUESTIONS ASKED AS A PART OF THE 2008 ASBSD/ZOGBY INTERNATIONAL POLL OF SOUTH DAKOTA VOTERS]

Those polled issued a strong endorsement for the quality of education in South Dakota. Nearly 90 percent are confident South Dakota students are receiving a good education, and more than 75 percent gave their local school district a grade of an A or B. 
ASBSD Executive Director Wayne Lueders said the voters’ assessment of education quality matches how he believes most educators and lawmakers feel. The quality of South Dakota’s education system can work against school districts when it comes time to develop the state budget, Lueders said, adding that state officials often point to high test scores as evidence that the education system is properly funded. 
But voters rely less on test scores as a measure of education quality, poll numbers show. Instead, voters lean most on the quality of the teaching staff to determine whether a school is offering a quality education. 
Lueders’ analysis of the poll data suggests voters acknowledge that South Dakota’s education system is strong, but underfunded. Those polled said hiring quality teachers is one of the two top challenges facing public schools, behind a lack of financial resources, and Lueders is concerned that the public’s confidence in K-12 schools may erode in coming years as more than a third of the state’s teachers retire. 

 “As long as school districts can afford to hire, train and keep quality teachers, our students will continue to benefit from high quality instruction, and the public will continue to think highly of schools,” Lueders said. “Unfortunately, school districts are already having trouble filling positions and face financial obstacles when trying to compete for a limited supply of teachers.” 
Lueders was encouraged by the public’s support for increased education funding, and he hopes lawmakers will find a way to make K-12 education a higher priority in the state’s budget. 
As lawmakers look for solutions to education funding problems, Lueders says he hopes state officials will keep in mind that South Dakotans believe strongly in local decision making. 

According to poll results, more than 75 percent of voters say they trust school boards to make decisions that impact education in their communities, and nearly as many believe school boards best reflect the community’s beliefs and priorities. 

“We hope school board members take that as a sign of a job well done, and that lawmakers view it as a reason to support policies that allow for local decision-making,” Lueders said. 
Public Views is a new project for the state school board association, and Lueders hopes Public Views will grow to be a South Dakota version of the PDK/Gallup poll, a national survey that gauges public opinion regarding pressing education policy issues. ASBSD will likely conduct the poll every two years, and Lueders hopes the data reveal broader trends about the public’s views toward K-12 education. 
Associated School Boards of South Dakota is private, non-profit association that represents more than 950 local school board members, the districts they govern and students they serve. ASBSD’s mission is to provide leadership in promoting excellence in school board governance and to advocate for public education. 
Highlights of the 2008 ASBSD/Zogby International Poll of South Dakota Voters

EDUCATION QUALITY

· South Dakotans believe K-12 public school districts are doing a good job. An overwhelming majority of those polled are confident that students are receiving a quality education. 

· Teacher quality ranks high atop the list of factors that voters weigh when determining whether children are receiving a quality education – much higher than other measurements of school success, including testing results and graduation rates. 

· When asked to grade schools based on the quality of education students receive, most give schools in their community an A or B. 

· Voters polled say a lack of funding and difficulty hiring teachers are the biggest challenges their local school district faces. 

DECISION MAKING 

· Those polled trust local school boards to make decisions that impact public schools, including the decision to consolidate with another district. 

· Voters overwhelmingly believe local school boards – not the state legislative or executive branches – best reflect their community’s educational beliefs and priorities. 

· South Dakota voters believe the primary function of school boards is to ensure a school district provides a quality education. 

· Most South Dakotans agree that school districts should invest in training to help make school board members more effective in their positions. 

EDUCATION FUNDING

· South Dakota voters believe K-12 education funding should be increased and that it is important for school districts to have the resources needed to provide an adequate education.  

· South Dakota voters overwhelming chose K-12 education when asked to identify what they believe should be the top priority in the state budget. 

· Those polled are concerned that K-12 education spending, as a percent of the state budget, has decreased in the past decade. 

· A great majority of South Dakotans agree that additional funding will result in a better education for students. 

EDUCATION POLICY

· A strong majority of voters polled say they would oppose a state policy that reimburses parents for private school tuition costs – and more than half of those polled said they would strongly oppose the policy.

· A majority of South Dakotans favor a change in state policy that would provide schools with a minimum 4 percent annual per-student funding increase. 

· Despite having a generally unfavorable view of the No Child Left Behind Act, South Dakota voters believe it is likely that South Dakota school districts can meet the 100 percent student proficiency goals that are central to the law. 

· Voters overwhelmingly believe state lawmakers have enacted enough regulation to ensure South Dakota’s students are being taught by highly qualified teachers.
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NOTES: Link to ASBSD’s Public Views web site: http://www.asbsd.org/default.asp?wppk=101
Link to directly download Public Views http://www.asbsd.org/object/u/0000PUBLICVIEW08.pdf
