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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
August 17, 2010	
Contact: Brian Aust, Director of Communications	             
Associated School Boards of South Dakota
Phone: 605.773.8382 | Cell 605.295.1492
Email: baust@asbsd.org

ASBSD statement on the approval of South Dakota’s plan to use funds provided by the Education Jobs and Medicaid Assistance Act.
[bookmark: _GoBack]PIERRE - Wayne Lueders, executive director of Associated School Board of South Dakota, released the a statement today regarding the announcement by Gov. Rounds that the U.S. Department of Education has approved South Dakota’s plan to use $26.3 million in federal aid devoted to K-12 education. 
“South Dakota school boards could have used the one-time infusion of federal aid to compensate for the impact the national recession has had on school budgets. It’s disappointing that the state’s plan will not provide additional funds directly to local school districts. 
In the past two years, South Dakota has accepted nearly $800 million in federal aid, including $130 million intended to ensure states maintain obligations to K-12 schools. At the same time federal education funds were used to balance the state’s budget and maintain state reserves, state aid to education was frozen and a number of state-funded K-12 programs were eliminated. While the state’s budget is in better shape now that South Dakota’s plan has been approved, the full impact of the federal assistance can’t be judged until we know whether the 2011 Legislature will honor commitments made to South Dakota’s public schools. 
South Dakota students are fortunate that national leaders have made K-12 education a priority during difficult economic times. The state’s public school leaders are accustomed to managing tight budgets, but without this short-term federal assistance, school boards would be faced with dramatic revenue shortfalls. We extend our gratitude to Sen. Tim Johnson and Rep. Stephanie Herseth Sandlin for their support of the Education Jobs and Medicaid Assistance Act.” 
ASBSD is a private, non-profit organization representing more than 850 local school board members, then 152 school districts they govern and the students they serve. Its mission is to advance public education by empowering local school board leaders and advocating for a thriving public education system. 
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