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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
December 7, 2010	
Contact: Brian Aust, Director of Communications	             
Associated School Boards of South Dakota
Phone: 605.773.8382 | Cell 605.295.1492
Email: baust@asbsd.org

 ASBSD Statement on Gov. Rounds FY12 Budget Proposal

PIERRE, SD – Wayne J. Lueders, executive director of Associated School Boards of South Dakota, issued the following statement today following Gov. Rounds’ FY 12 budget proposal:   

The proposed cuts to K-12 education are disappointing, unnecessary and do not reflect the priorities of a strong majority of South Dakotans. We are hopeful that Governor-elect Daugaard and the Legislature will take a different view of our state’s financial picture and priorities.

When accounting for total state and local revenue loss, the proposed $240 cut to the per-student allocation represents an approximate $30 million cut to South Dakota’s K-12 schools. The reductions will set our school finance system back four years. ASBSD will continue encourage school leaders to talk directly with community members and local legislators about the impacts of the proposed $30 million cut. 

It’s concerning and unfair that more than 70 percent of the governor’s recommended cuts come at the expense of our K-12 students. This latest round of cuts is in addition to more than $20 million in cuts and freezes to K-12 education funding, programs and services that have been made since 2009 – reductions that have been made as our state has maintained record reserves. 

School board members and school administrators learned long ago that difficult budgets require elected officials to establish priorities. ASBSD believes that South Dakotans want the state’s budget to show that educating public school children is our top priority.
[bookmark: _GoBack]
--- 30 ---


image1.jpeg
ASBSD




