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ASBSD supports call for clarity on Education Jobs Fund implementation

PIERRE, SD – The U.S. Department of Education should provide more clarity on how states can use emergency education aid authorized by the Education Jobs and Medicaid Assistance Act and initiate a thorough review of states have implemented the law, the state school board association said today.   

In late August, state officials announced that South Dakota’s will use $26.3 million in emergency federal education aid to supplant state funds that were authorized for K-12 education in the current budget year. According to the state’s plan, dollars freed-up by the one-time federal money will be used to fund the state’s obligations to K-12 schools next year. 

Several states have adopted approaches similar to South Dakota’s plan, prompting the National School Boards Association to write a letter asking U.S. Education Secretary Arne Duncan to address widespread concerns about whether state governments are honoring the intent of the federal legislation. 

In the letter, dated Oct. 7, NSBA asks the education department to issue additional guidance to settle whether states acted appropriately by using federal funding to replace state dollars already appropriated for K-12 education. NSBA also asks about the “possibility of conducting interim reviews of how and when funds are being distributed” to K-12 schools. 

ASBSD Executive Director Wayne Lueders says the state school board association supports NSBA’s efforts to clarify the issue.

“There’s a wide gap between the perceived intent of the Education Jobs Fund and how the program has been implemented in South Dakota,” Lueders said. “We need firm guidance from the U.S. Education Department and close scrutiny as states prepare to certify that they’ve met the necessary financial commitments.” 

NSBA’s letter points out that efforts to supplant state dollars with federal education aid appears to conflict with provisions in the law that prohibit states from using the money to “directly or indirectly to establish, restore, or supplement a rainy day fund, or to supplant state funds in a manner that has this effect.” The law contains similar language preventing states from using the money to reduce or retire debt. 

To ensure swift delivery of the emergency aid to schools, the federal government created an application process that allows states to receive the money quickly and later certify that they met the law’s requirements. The education department issued initial guidance to states, but federal education officials have yet to directly answer questions about using federal money to supplant state dollars. 

Even though South Dakota’s application has already been approved, Lueders believes direct answers from the U.S. Education Department would be helpful for next Legislative session. 

“Ultimately, the Legislature has the power of appropriations,” Lueders said. “Our goal is to ensure that lawmakers have clear information to make informed decisions.”

ASBSD is a private, non-profit association representing more than 850 local school board members, the schools they govern and the students they serve. Our mission is to advance public education by empowering local school board leaders and advocating for a thriving public education system. 
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Note: A copy of NSBA’s letter to Education Secretary Arne Duncan is attached.
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