
[image: image1.jpg]ASBSD
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April 2, 2010
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Phone: 605.773.8382 | Cell: 605.295.1492 | Email: baust@asbsd.org
School Board Association Elects Leadership
PIERRE, SD – Edgemont School Board Member Susan Humiston has been elected president of Associated School Boards of South Dakota (ASBSD), the state school board association announced today. She was chosen for the association’s highest elected office during an ASBSD Board of Directors meeting, held March 27 in Pierre. 
Humiston will serve a one-year term as president. She’ll be tasked with leading an 18-member ASBSD Board of Directors that oversees and gives direction to the private, non-profit association based in Pierre. ASBSD provides professional training and a range of support services for the state’s school board members and the districts they govern. 

In addition to providing leadership on issues impacting public school governance in the state, Humiston will represent the South Dakota’s interests at the national level as an official liaison to the National School Boards Association. She has served on the association’s board of directors since 1997 and is currently serving her 20th year on the Edgemont School Board. 
Humiston and three other South Dakota school board members form a four-person leadership team, which includes First Vice-President Neil Putnam, Mitchell, Second Vice-President Bev Banks, Belle Fourche, and Past President Duane Alm, Aberdeen. The ASBSD Board of Directors, made up of school board members from across the state, elects its own leadership. 
Biographies of each elected leader are provided below. 

Susan Humiston, Edgemont, has been a member of the ASBSD Board of Directors since 1997, and previously served on the ASBSD Executive Committee from 1999 to 2002, including one year as ASBSD President. Humiston also serves on the Board of Directors for the Black Hills Special Services Cooperative. She owns and operates a day care in Edgemont.

Neil Putnam, Mitchell, has been a member of the ASBSD Board of Directors since 2006. Putnam also fills leadership roles for numerous civic and professional organizations, including his tenure as an officer for the South Dakota City Planners Association. He is the city planner for Mitchell, and is a former U.S. Congressional staff member. 

Bev Banks, Belle Fourche, has been a member of the ASBSD Board of Directors since 2007. She has served on her local board since 2000, serving multiple terms as local board president. Banks is a former secondary school teaches and now owns and serves as CEO of a web development business. She is also an active member of the local chamber of commerce.

Duane Alm, Aberdeen, has been a member of the ASBSD Board of Directors since 2003. In addition to his leadership role with ASBSD, Alm has two terms on the National School Boards Association's Policy and Resolutions Committee. He is a retired educator and served as a teacher, administrator and consultant during his 42-year career in public education.
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