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Sioux Falls Area Chamber of Commerce honored for service to K-12 education

PIERRE – The Sioux Falls Area Chamber of Commerce has been honored with the 2010 Associated School Boards of South Dakota Community Service Award for their continued commitment to K-12 education in the Sioux Falls community. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Chamber representatives Terry Nemec, Evan Nolte and Bob O’Connell accepted the award on behalf of the Sioux Falls Chamber of Commerce on Thursday, Aug. 12, during the ASBSD and SASD Awards Banquet in Sioux Falls. 

In an application nominating the chamber for the award, the Sioux Falls School Board called the Sioux Falls Area Chamber of Commerce “champions” for K-12 education in Sioux Falls and statewide. 

Sioux Falls officials praised the chamber for their efforts to help establish a Finance Action Network, a group that analyzes and provides feedback on school district budgets and five-year plans - an effort that the Sioux Falls School Board believes has helped build community support for the district’s fiscal plans. The Sioux Falls School Board also praised the business group for their legislative efforts to change the state’s school finance formula.

“Community support is essential the success of public schools,” said ASBSD Executive Director Wayne Lueders. “The Sioux Falls Chamber of Commerce deserves this recognition for their tremendous contributions to the Sioux Falls School District and Sioux Falls community.”

ASBSD is a private, non-profit association representing more than 850 South Dakota school board members, the 154 school districts they govern and the students they serve. The organization’s mission is to advance public education by empowering local school board leaders and advocating for a thriving public education system. 
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