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Six earn seats on ASBSD Board of Directors 
PIERRE, SD – Six local school board members have earned positions on the governing board of Associated School Boards of South Dakota (ASBSD). As a member of the ASBSD Board of Directors, each individual will help provide leadership, direction and oversight for the state school board association, which provides leadership training and other services to all South Dakota school boards. 

“We appreciate that these local school board members are taking time to provide leadership for our state association,” said Wayne Lueders, ASBSD executive director. “With strong leadership from local school board members, our organization can continue to improve the training and services we offer to South Dakota’s public schools.” 

The 18-member ASBSD Board of Directors is made up of local school board members elected from one of four geographic regions (Western, Central, Northeast and Southeast) and four school size categories (up to 265, 265-699. 700-1,399 and 1,400-9,999). The board also includes one representative from each of the Sioux Falls and Rapid City school boards. 

Six positions on the ASBSD Board of Directors were up for election this year. Four slots were open as part of the association’s regular election process, and two vacancies were created after the director either retired from the local school board or was defeated in a local election. Two local school board members won competitive elections, three ran unopposed and one individual was appointed to a one-year term. 

This is the first competitive election that ASBSD has had since 2006, when the association first instituted a paper-ballot election process. When two or more individuals run for the same position, paper ballots are sent to all schools in the corresponding geographic region. This year, 18 of 23 Western Region school boards voted to determine representation from the Rapid City Board of Education and 24 of 28 Central Region school boards returned ballots in a competitive race representing schools with enrollments between 265 and 699. 

Each director will begin their service in January. Information on each successful candidate is provided below. 

SHERYL KIRKEBY, RAPID CITY AREA SCHOOLS

Sheryl Kirkeby was elected to a four-year term representing school boards in Western South Dakota with enrollments of more than 10,000. She has been a member of the Rapid City Board of Education for 10 years, including two years as president and four as first vice-president. Kirkeby is an account executive for KEVN TV in Rapid City. 
“I would love the opportunity to share what I’ve learned with others,” Kirkeby said. “I know school board members across the state, and can use that to guide others for the good of the association.” 

Kirkeby defeated Suzan Nolan, a member of the Rapid City Board of Education, in her bid to serve on the ASBSD Board of Directors. She replaces Wes Storm, a former member of the Rapid City Board of Education. 

DR. RANDALL ROYER, SPEARFISH SCHOOL DISTRICT 

Dr. Randall Royer ran unopposed for a four-year term representing school boards in Western South Dakota with enrollments between 1,400 and 9,999. He has been a member of the Spearfish School Board for eight years, serving five years as board president. Royer is a professor of music at Black Hills State University. 
“I would like to be a stronger voice for public education through ASBSD and further strengthen public education in South Dakota,” Royer said. “I believe ASBSD is a strong voice for public education and am honored to serve on the board.” 

Royer replaces Jan Jungemann, a member of the Douglas School Board, who opted not to run for re-election. 

DEANNE BOOTH, PIERRE SCHOOL DISTRICT

Deanne Booth ran unopposed for a three-year term representing school boards in Central South Dakota with enrollments between 1,400 and 9,999. She has been a member of the Pierre School Board for four years, serving one year as school board president and three years on the staff negotiations committee. Booth is employed by the State of South Dakota as a computer support services manager for the Bureau of Information and Telecommunications. 
“I feel this is a great opportunity to provide a level of leadership that will benefit students at all levels of our state,” Booth said of her desire to serve on the ASBSD Board of Directors. “I am also looking forward to sharing some of the experience gained with my local school district, as I feel they will also benefit by my serving on the ASBSD Board of Directors.”  

Booth replaces Melissa Whipple-Riley, a former member of the Todd County School Board. 

JAMES HULM, TIMBER LAKE SCHOOL DISTRICT 

James Hulm was elected for a four-year term on the ASBSD Board of Directors representing school boards in Central South Dakota with enrollments between 265 and 699. He has been a member of the Timber Lake School Board for 14 years, serving half that time as either board president or vice-president, and has served on the ASBSD Board of Directors since 2006. Hulm is a crop adjuster. 
“I would like to continue with the association to help move us forward in providing our children with a quality education that is second-to-none,” Hulm said. 

James Hulm defeated challenger Eric Stroeder, a member of the Mobridge-Pollock School Board, in his bid for another term on the ASBSD Board of Directors. 

STEVE KUBIK, WINNER SCHOOL DISTRICT

Steve Kubik ran unopposed for a one-year term representing school boards in Central South Dakota with enrollments between 700 and 1,399. He has been a member of the Winner School Board for one year and serves on the finance and negotiations committees. Kubik is a farmer and rancher and co-owns and operates the Antler Ridge Lodge, a hunting lodge located in Hamil.  
“Given all the challenges facing school districts, I would like to become involved at the state-level,” Kubik said. “Declining enrollment, no increase in state aid, budget cuts and staff reductions are all problems facing districts state-wide. I feel I can help offer solutions to these problems.” 

Kubik replaces Charles Shupick, a former member of the Eagle Butte School Board. The position will be up for election again next year. 

PAUL WITTE, DEUEL SCHOOL DISTRICT

Paul Witte was appointed by ASBSD President Susan Humiston for a one-year term representing school boards in the Northeast South Dakota with enrollments between 265 and 699. He has been a member of the Deuel School Board for 9 years, serving the past two years as president and one term as vice-president. Witte is an outside plant designer for Interstate Telecommunications Cooperative (ITC). 
Witte replaces Kevin Watts, of Miller, who opted not to run for re-election. Witte’s appointment is for one year, until the next ASBSD election is held. 

ASBSD is a private, non-profit association representing more than 880 local school board members, the 152 school districts they govern and the students they serve. Our mission is to advance public education by empowering local school board leaders and advocating for a thriving public education system. 
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