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PIERRE – ASBSD Executive Director Wayne Lueders issued the following statement today regarding the Legislature’s passage of SB 152 and HB 1110, two pieces of legislation that outline cuts to K-12 education. 

“The cuts to South Dakota’s public schools aren’t as severe as they could have been, and we’re thankful for that. The inclusion of $97 per-student in one-time funding will help soften the immediate impact, but it’s important to recognize that schools still face a $52 million ongoing cut and that it may be five to eight years before school funding returns to current levels. 

“Make no mistake, the 8.6 percent reduction in per-student funding will severely strain already tight school budgets. When our citizen legislators return home to their local communities, they will come to better understand how difficult it will be for school board members and school administrators to avoid cuts that limit student opportunities. 

“ASBSD was heartened by the broad public opposition to K-12 education cuts. We hope the individuals who wrote their legislators and attended public forums will now work with local school leaders to chart a course forward.”  

ASBSD is a private, non-profit association representing more than 850 school board members, the 152 school districts they govern and the students they serve. Our mission is to advance public education by empowering local school board leaders and advocating for a thriving public education system. 
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