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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE	
April 19, 2011	              	              
Contact: Brian Aust, Director of Communications	             
Associated School Boards of South Dakota
Phone: 605.773.8382 | Cell 605.295.1492
Email: baust@asbsd.org
MEDIA ADVISORY: South Dakota’s top students to be honored

WHAT: 
Approximately 220 of South Dakota’s top high school students will be recognized at the annual ASBSD Academic Excellence Recognition Banquet, scheduled for April 25 in Pierre. At least one student from every high school, including public, private and BIE schools, will represent the top 1 percent of South Dakota’s 2010 graduating class. 

Since 1990, Associated School Boards of South Dakota has organized the event, which is sponsored by the South Dakota Community Foundation and Citibank. 

Each high school is asked to identify one student for every 100 students set to graduate. Schools are asked to use academic criteria, such as GPA and ACT scores, during the selection process. 

Students are encouraged to invite family members. A school official, typically the student’s high school principal, is invited to share in the honor. In total, approximately 500 students, educators and parents attend the annual event. 

WHEN: 
Monday, April 25, 2011, from 11:30 am to 2 pm

WHERE: 
Best Western Ramkota, Pierre, SD. 

WHO: 
[bookmark: _GoBack]After lunch (approximately 12:15 p.m.), Governor Dennis Daugaard is scheduled to address the group, and then deliver the awards.  

ASBSD President Neil Putnam, a member of the Mitchell Board of Education, will serve as master of ceremonies. 


--- 30 ---

NOTE: A list of honorees is available on ASBSD’s website -  http://www.asbsd.org/page180.aspx. 

NOTE: A press release will be sent out following the event, including some of the governor’s message to the students. 

NOTE: Digital photos of each student receiving his or her award from Governor Rounds will be available after the event. For photographs, or other questions, contact ASBSD Director of Communications Brian Aust at baust@asbsd.org. 
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