

[image: Arch + ASBSD - 2x2 - Full Color]

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
June 9, 2011
Contact: Brian Aust, Director of Communications
Associated School Boards of South Dakota
Phone: 605.773.8382 | Cell: 605.295.1492 | Email: baust@asbsd.org

ASBSD calls for federal regulatory relief for South Dakota schools

PIERRE, SD – South Dakota’s school districts deserve relief from burdensome federal regulations until Congress finds the political will to complete a comprehensive update of federal education policy, Associated School Boards of South Dakota said Thursday. 

Earlier in the week, the ASBSD Board of Directors passed a resolution calling for Education Secretary Arne Duncan to use the U.S. Department of Education’s regulatory authority to suspend federal sanctions for South Dakota public schools that fail to meet Adequate Yearly Progress benchmarks established as part of the No Child Left Behind Act. The association is encouraging the state’s local school boards to pass a similar resolution. 

ASBSD Executive Director Wayne Lueders believes immediate, short-term regulatory relief is needed to protect South Dakota public schools from No Child Left Behind’s flawed accountability requirements. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]“There is broad consensus that No Child Left Behind needs to be fixed, but Congress has yet to act,” Lueders said. “The law was supposed to be reauthorized three years ago, and South Dakota school board members are still waiting for more flexibility in how we currently measure student progress.” 

At a May 14 meeting with the ASBSD Board of Directors, South Dakota Education Secretary Melody Schopp told board members that unless No Child Left Behind is reauthorized, 85 percent of South Dakota schools could soon be identified as “needs improvement” – a distinction that triggers federally mandated school improvement efforts. Approximately 15 percent of the state’s schools are currently in needs improvement status. 

“It doesn’t make sense to enforce sanctions stemming from a law that everyone agrees needs to be overhauled,” Lueders said. “We don’t want schools to be needlessly and unfairly labeled.” 

During the ASBSD Delegate Assembly last November, school board members from across South Dakota adopted a resolution calling for the reauthorization of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act, the federal law that has become known as No Child Left Behind. The school board association is urging Congress to make significant changes to the law’s accountability provisions. 

To comply with No Child Left Behind, the state had to develop a plan to ensure that all students are proficient in reading and math by the 2013-14 school year. Student achievement is gauged by the annual Dakota Step assessment, which students take each spring. Currently, 76 percent of South Dakota students are considered proficient in the two core subjects. 

According to Lueders, recent funding education cuts will make it much more difficult for students and schools to meet the state’s ambitious performance goals. 

“School board members are focused on improving student achievement, but reaching the 25 percent of our students who struggle will require the resources necessary to hire additional staff and implement new programs,” Lueders said. “School districts are doing the best they can, but setting high expectations without providing adequate resources sets South Dakota schools up for failure.” 

Though the resolution supporting regulatory relief is directed at the U.S. Department of Education, ASBSD hasn’t ruled out pursuing a legislative solution. The ASBSD Board of Directors will discuss seeking Congressional support during a special board meeting, currently set for June 18 in Pierre. 

“We hope that Secretary Duncan understands the need for regulatory relief,” Lueders said. “But, if an announcement isn’t made soon, we may approach South Dakota’s Congressional delegation to pursue a much-needed short-term fix.” 

When the ASBSD Board of Directors passed the resolution, the state school board association became part of a national effort to seek regulatory relief for America’s public schools. The National School Boards Association and American Association of School Administrators strengthened their calls for regulatory relief in May, when the two organizations signed a joint resolution urging Secretary Duncan to act. 

ASBSD is a private, non-profit association representing more than 850 local school board members, the 152 school districts they govern and the students they serve. Its mission is to advance public education by empowering local school board leaders and advocating for a thriving public education system. 
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