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ASBSD announces state’s first certified school board members

PIERRE, S.D. – Twenty-five local school board members are the first South Dakotans to achieve ASBSD GAVEL Certification, the state school board association announced today. 

Earning certification from ASBSD’s Governance Academy for Visionary Education Leadership, known as GAVEL for short, requires school board members to complete 11 hours of standards-based coursework. The training focuses on teaching research-based best practices that prepare school board members to effectively govern and provide the leadership necessary to improve student achievement. 

“ASBSD is proud to recognize board members for their commitment to learning,” said ASBSD Leadership Development Director Julie Ertz, who oversees the program. “Becoming GAVEL Certified is an important first step toward understanding the roles and responsibilities of being a school board member.” 

To qualify for the voluntary certification, school board members must attend training that outlines principles of effective school governance, fiscal responsibility and strategic planning. ASBSD offered the full slate of events for the first time during the 2010-11 school year.  

“Earning GAVEL Certification is more than an individual accomplishment,” Ertz said. “It’s proof that a board member is dedicated to learning the knowledge and skills necessary to improve student achievement.” 

The state school board association honored the first class of GAVEL Certified school board members during the association’s annual awards banquet, which was held Aug. 11 in Sioux Falls. Each board member in attendance was presented with a certificate by South Dakota Education Secretary Melody Schopp.  

2011 ASBSD GAVEL CERTIFIED SCHOOL BOARD MEMBERS
Duane Alm, Aberdeen Public Schools
Imogene Roy, Crazy Horse
Susan Humiston, Edgemont Public Schools
Nicole Yost, Huron School District
Curtis Nupen, Meade School District
Nancy Richter, Meade School District
Jeff Nelsen, Rapid City Area Schools
Keva Stoneman, Rosebud Dormitory
Arlys Briggs, Takini
Delores Curley, Takini
Ted Rousseau, Tiospaye Topa
Scott Alderink, Wagner School District
Mike Denker, Wagner School District
Gregory Krcil, Wagner School District
Chad Kreeger, Wagner School District
Bruce McCoy, Wagner School District
Dennis Merkwan, Wagner School District
Gene Niehus, Wagner School District
Carolyn Anderson, Wall School District
Mary Williams, Wall School District
Sandra Hovde, Willow Lake School District
Jessica Michalski, Willow Lake School District
Denise Lutkemeier, Wilmot School District
Mike Reil, Wilmot School District
Kathy Greeneway, Yankton School District

Associated School Boards of South Dakota is a private, non-profit association representing more than 850 local school board members, the districts they govern and the students they serve. Its mission is to advance public education by empowering local school board leaders and to advocate for a thriving public education system.   

--- 30 ---

Note: Photos of individual award winners with Education Secretary Melody Schopp are available. Contact ASBSD Director of Communications Brian Aust at baust@asbsd.org for more information. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]For more information about the GAVEL program and its requirements, click here or copy and paste the link below into your web browser: 

GAVEL Board Learning Opportunities
http://www.asbsd.org/media/board%20development/gavel/gavel%20board%20learning%20opportunities_june%202010.doc
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