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Duane Alm named Outstanding School Board Member

PIERRE, SD – Aberdeen School Board member Duane Alm has been named the Associated School Boards of South Dakota Outstanding School Board Member of the Year. He accepted the award on Thursday, Aug. 11, during the ASBSD and SASD Awards Banquet in Sioux Falls. 

An independent three-member selection committee chose Alm based on his commitment to improving student achievement. 

“What really stands out about Duane is his dedication to students,” said Bill Engberg, ASBSD Interim Executive Director. “His kids-first attitude sets an example for all South Dakota school board members.”  

According to the nomination submitted by district leaders, few school board members have worked as tirelessly to provide students with high-quality educational opportunities. In particular, the nomination credited Alm for his strong belief in strategic planning, data-driven decision making and staff professional development. District leaders also commended Alm’s efforts to communicate the district’s needs to state and federal lawmakers. 

“Duane’s passion for public education is a real asset to the community and school district,” Engberg said. “Students in Aberdeen are fortunate to benefit from Duane’s local leadership.” 

Alm has assumed education leadership roles at the local, state and national level. He has served on the Aberdeen School Board for 10 years and on the ASBSD Board of Directors for eight years, including two terms as president. He has also served on numerous state, ASBSD and NSBA committees, and was elected to the NSBA Policy and Resolutions Committee and NSBA National Nominating Committee.

ASBSD is a private, non-profit association representing more than 850 South Dakota school board members, the 152 school districts they govern and the students they serve. Our mission is to advance public education by empowering local school board leaders and advocating for a thriving public education system. 

--- 30 ---

Note: Photos of those who attended the ceremony are available. Each honoree is pictured with Education Secretary Melody Schopp. Contact ASBSD Director of Communications Brian Aust at baust@asbsd.org for more information. 
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