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School boards prioritize financial stability, regulatory flexibility
EDUCATION LEADERS ENDORSE PUBLIC POLICY GOALS FOR 2012

PIERRE – Maintaining the quality of South Dakota’s public schools will require predictable state funding and fewer government mandates, the head of the state school board association said Monday. 

The statement comes days following the Associated School Boards of South Dakota delegate assembly, an annual meeting where school board members establish the state school board association’s advocacy platform. During the meeting, school board members elevated four public policy issues as priorities for the upcoming year. 

According to ASBSD Executive Director Wade Pogany, the vote at the Nov. 18 assembly validated what he’s heard from school board members across South Dakota. He said schools are in survival mode, and school boards are focused on finding solutions. 

“Our schools are facing a tremendous amount of uncertainty,” Pogany said. “School board members are working hard, prioritizing and offering a plan to maintain the quality of education in South Dakota.” 

During the next year, the school board association will stress the importance of providing the state’s public schools with greater financial stability. In the short term, the group will work with lawmakers to restore confidence in the state’s education funding formula. 

“Without predictable state funding, schools simply can’t plan for the future,” Pogany said. “South Dakota school boards need financial resources they can count on from year to year.” 

Last year, legislators offered one-time money to help schools manage a steep 8.6 percent ongoing cut in state education funding. Pogany says restoring financial stability means making that one-time boost permanent before providing the funding increase required by state law.  

“If lawmakers simply follow the law, school funding will stay level next year,” Pogany said. “School board members hope lawmakers can agree to increase education funding.” 

School board members were also united in their support for Initiated Measure 15, a ballot initiative designed to dedicate new sales tax revenue to the state’s public schools. The group unanimously adopted a resolution of support, and then backed the plan again by setting it apart as a priority. 

According to ASBSD Executive Director Wade Pogany, the support Initiated Measure 15 is evidence that restoring financial stability is requires asking South Dakota voters to overturn three consecutive years of state education funding cuts. 

“Unless voters help schools climb out of this budget hole, school boards will be forced to make more dramatic cuts,” Pogany said. “School board members are encouraged that the people will have the chance to invest in maintaining the quality of education in South Dakota.” 

While working toward solutions to the financial challenges facing our schools, school boards will also ask for more freedom from state and federal regulations that make it difficult for schools to respond to the needs of their communities. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]The group plans to ask lawmakers to rework state laws that prevent schools from charging tuition to support education programs that fall outside of the K-12 curriculum, including voluntary pre-kindergarten and driver education programs. A recent attorney general’s opinion said schools don’t have the option to charge tuition to cover program costs. 

“Schools need the flexibility to work with their communities,” Pogany said. “When parents ask for a service and provide a means to pay for that service, school boards should be able to have those discussions.” 

For school board members, providing regulatory flexibility also means asking lawmakers to avoid creating new laws that restrict how schools can spend limited financial resources. 
State and federal lawmakers are currently considering making changes to the federal No Child Left Behind Act, which establishes how states measure student performance. According to Pogany, discussions about student expectations and public school accountability need to also recognize that schools can’t continue to do more with fewer resources. 
“Schools simply can’t absorb more unfunded mandates,” Pogany said. “School boards need the freedom to do what’s best for kids.” 
Associated School Boards of South Dakota is a private, non-profit association representing more than 800 local school board members, the districts they govern and the students they serve. The association’s mission is to advance public education by empowering local school board leaders and to advocate for a thriving public education system
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Editor’s Note: ASBSD Executive Director Wade Pogany will be available for comment and phone interviews. To coordinate requests, please contact ASBSD Director of Communications Brian Aust at 605.773.8382 or 605.295.1492. 
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